NC House Select Committee
On Strategic Transportation Planning and
Long Term Funding Solutions
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Mountain Challenges to Road Construction

The Railroads’ Three Responses:

» |.oops

» Steep Inclines

» “Follow the Rivers”
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gauge. mainline

way grade in the U S.
Opened in 1878: three
mi. long. Crests here.

DAY OF ARGMIUES AUD MISTAMY
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Attracting Investors
Including the NC Legislature

» Timber
» Mining

» [ourism
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Return of the “"Varnish”

» 1975 - Last Departure (Asheville - Salisbury)

» 1994 - NC Legislature Directs DOT Rail
Study

» 1997 - Rail Study Recommends
Salisbury-Asheville Route (139 miles)
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2000 (March) - WNC Rail Corridor Committee
2001 - WFU Babcock School Study
/2,000 Riders
2001 - NC Legislature —
Engineering Study - $250,000
Project Cost - $134,700,000




Station Improvement Program

' sal |sbury  Statesville Morganton :
Marion Old Fort Asheville



—One North Carolinc

Passenger Rail

RESOLUTIONS




2017

Western North Carolina
Rail Committee, Inc.




WNC RAIL COMMITTEE MISSION

Improve and Expand Freight Rail Services
Enhance Excursion and Tourist :Railroads

Re-establish A Passenger Rail Connection
Between Salisbury and WNC



Railroads &
Regional Economic Development

Conference | 2017
Friday, September 22

US Cellular Center Banquet Room - Asheville, NC

Sponsored by WNC Rail Committee, Inc. and North Carolina Department of Transportation - Rail Division

here is a light at the end of the tunnel and it is a train.’
- Judy Ray, Former WNC Rail Committee Chair

WNC Rail Committee Members







Hot Springs

TENNESSEE

Dillsboro

Pisgah Forest @ -

Marshall

Spruce Pine

Bostic

NORTH
CAROLINA
GEORGIA SOUTH
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Pickens
West Union .\% Norris . Woodruff

LEGEND: Track Capacity
Blue Ridge Southern RR (8LU) - 286,000 |bs. E—

Blue Ridge Southern RR (8LU) Trackage Rights- 286,000 |bs. INRRRRRRRRENNNNT
Outof ServiceTrack oo

Track miles - 92
Interchanges
GSM - Dillsboro
NS - Asheville
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to Atlanta, GA and
New Orfoans, LA

Future Wostern NC Service
(will connect to the Piedmont & Carolinian)

Options for future Southeastern Service
(final route 10 be detormined)

e Future Southeast High-Speed Rail Service

Existing passenger train routes
sessens WinstonSalem Connector (van service)







