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Mountain Challenges to Road Construction

►Loops

►Steep Inclines

►“Follow the Rivers”

The Railroads’ Three Responses: 
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Frank Clodfelter Coilection 

 
The twisting route necessary to gain a rise of 891 !h ft. between mileposts 113 and 122 is shown in this map of the Western North Carolina Railroad dated 
1881.  Note that the air distance between the two points was only 3.4 miles compared to track distance of 9 miles. Total curvature was 2,776.4 degrees, 
equivalent to almost eight full circles.  
 









Attracting Investors
Including the NC Legislature

►Timber

►Mining

►Tourism













Return of the “Varnish”

►1975 - Last Departure (Asheville - Salisbury)

►1994 - NC Legislature Directs DOT Rail   
Study

►1997 - Rail Study Recommends 
Salisbury-Asheville Route (139 miles)



2000 (March) - WNC Rail Corridor Committee

2001 - WFU Babcock School Study 

72,000 Riders

2001 - NC Legislature –

Engineering Study - $250,000

Project Cost - $134,700,000



Station Improvement Program

Salisbury Statesville Morganton

Marion Old Fort Asheville





2017



WNC RAIL COMMITTEE MISSION

1. Improve and Expand Freight Rail Services

2. Enhance Excursion and Tourist :Railroads

3. Re-establish A Passenger Rail Connection 
Between Salisbury and WNC
















